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Behavior Analysis 
Behavioral	Deception	Analysis:	FOX8	Interview	with	Dr.	Travis	L.	Reeves


Introduction


This	review	evaluates	the	nonverbal,	verbal,	and	paralinguistic	behaviors	displayed	by	Dr.	
Travis	L.	Reeves,	Superintendent	of	Surry	County	Schools,	during	his	FOX8	interview	
regarding	the	2025–26	school	year.	Analysis	is	based	on	established	principles	of	
behavioral	observation	and	deception	detection.


1.	Facial	Expressions


	 •	Forced	smiles:	Smiles	failed	to	reach	the	eyes,	particularly	noticeable	when	
switching	topics	to	North	Surry.	This	mismatch	suggested	masking	rather	than	authentic	
engagement.


	 •	Eye	tightening/narrowing/looking	down:	Subtle	narrowing	of	the	eyes	occurred	
when	he	referenced	“steering	kids	along	the	way,”	consistent	with	concealed	tension	or	
disdain.


	 •	Asynchrony:	Emotional	expressions	often	appeared	after	the	verbal	statements	
rather	than	in	sync,	a	common	leakage	pattern	when	manufacturing	affect.


2.	Eye	Behavior


	 •	Avoidance	and	blink	anomalies:	Eye	contact	fluctuated	unnaturally,	with	a	marked	
increase	in	blink	rate	when	referencing	North	Surry	and	again	when	repeating	the	
“steering”	phrase.


	 •	Pupil	response:	Visible	dilation	suggested	heightened	stress	or	arousal	at	critical	
points	in	the	dialogue. 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3.	Body	Language


	 •	Barrier	creation:	Hands	were	clasped	tightly	during	challenging	topics,	opening	
only	when	expanding	on	subjects	he	appeared	more	comfortable	with.


	 •	Incongruent	gestures:	Gestures	did	not	consistently	align	with	verbal	content.	
Repetition	of	hand	movements	paired	with	repetitive	wording	suggested	rehearsed	or	filler	
behavior	rather	than	natural	expression.


4.	Verbal–Nonverbal	Congruence


	 •	Overuse	of	buzzwords:	Terms	such	as	“exciting,”	“opportunity,”	and	“safety”	were	
repeated	excessively,	yet	nonverbal	cues	showed	no	enthusiasm.	This	incongruence	
diminishes	credibility.


	 •	Voice	shifts:	Notable	pitch	elevation	occurred	when	addressing	sensitive	topics,	
reflecting	stress	response.


	 •	Pauses	and	fillers:	Frequent	“ums”	and	noticeable	hesitations	indicated	cognitive	
load,	common	when	fabricating	or	managing	impression.


5.	Baseline	and	Comparative	Analysis


	 •	Compared	with	prior	public	appearances,	his	demeanor	here	appeared	more	
callous,	stiff,	and	even	arrogant.	This	shift	from	a	previously	smoother	baseline	is	
significant,	as	deviations	in	demeanor	under	questioning	often	mark	discomfort	or	
concealment.


Conclusion


Taken	together,	these	verbal,	nonverbal,	and	paralinguistic	indicators	form	a	cluster	
consistent	with	deception	and	impression	management	(even	if	scripted).	The	combination	
of	forced	smiles,	eye-narrowing	at	sensitive	references,	blink	anomalies,	incongruent	
gestures,	over-reliance	on	buzzwords,	and	a	stiffened	demeanor	strongly	suggests	that	Dr.	
Reeves’	statements	during	this	segment	were	not	fully	authentic.
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